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Safeguarding Policies - Overnight, Staying Away & Hosting 

 
Being a host family or being hosted is an integral part of many sports and, if handled 
appropriately, can add to a child’s enjoyment and experience at a competition.   Hosting 
can be a challenging role but also very rewarding.  Special care should be taken in the 
selection of homes for overnight stays. A host should be provided with as much information 
about the child/children staying with them and details of the competition.  Where practicable 
more than one child should be placed with each host family.  
 
The family in turn should agree to provide references and be vetted when and if this is 
available.  In addition, clubs should follow the recruitment and selection that is also outlined 
in this code. When arranging for events/trips abroad, the club or National Governing Body 
will be dependent on the ability of the host organisation to access vetting services and obtain 
appropriate references.   
 
It is the responsibility of the trip organiser to provide the hosts with the relevant information 
on the child and details of what is expected.  
 
Host families should:   

• Agree to abide by the National Governing Bodies Code of Conduct.  
• Consent to appropriate checks and references.  
• Attend host family meetings before competitions or events.  
• Provide a safe and supportive environment for young people. 

 
The IIHA/Clubs should:   

• Provide a travel pack to hosting families.  
• Check out references with hosting families.  
• Provide an itinerary of the trip.  
• Gather information on destination and venue. 

 
Young People:  

• Should sign a behaviour agreement.  
• Should not be asked to share a bed or a room with an adult.  
• Should be happy with the arrangements.  

 


